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fly to the earl of Derby's protection in the Isle of
Man.
Prince Rupert, prince Maurice, colonel Gerard,
and above four hundred gentlemen, all officers of
horse, lay their commissions down, and seizing upon
Wooton house for a retreat, make proposals to the
parliament to leave the kingdom, upon their parole,
Dot to return again in arms against the parliament,
which was accepted, though afterwards the princes
declined it. I sent my man post to the prince to
be included in this treaty, and for leave for all that
would accept of like conditions, but they had given
in the list of their names, and could not alter it.
This was a sad time; the poor remains of the
king's fortunes went everywhere to wreck; every
garrison of the enemy was full of the cavalier
prisoners, and every garrison the king had was
beset with enemies, either blocked up or besieged.
Goring and the lord Hopton were the only remain-
ders of the king's forces which kept in a body, and
Fairfax was pushing them with all imaginable
vigour with his whole army, about Exeter, and
other parts of Devonshire and Cornwall.
Jn this condition the king left Newark in the
night, and got to Oxford. The king had in Oxford
eight thousand men; and in the towns of Banbury,
Farrington, Dunnington castle, and such places, as
might have been brought together in twenty-four
hours, fifteen or twenty thousand men, with which,
if he had then resolved to have quitted the place,
and collected the forces in Worcester, Hereford,
Lichfield, Ashby-de-la-Zouch, and all the small
castles and garrisons he had thereabouts, he might
have had near forty thousand men, might have
beaten the Scots from Newark, colonel Jones from
Chester, and all before Fairfax, who was in the
west, could be able to come to their relief, and this

